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important lines of development. In some ways he is curiously
modern. He considers industry from the standpoint of the wage-
earner's interests, while retaining the dictatorial mentality of the
large employer. In this he reminds one of Soviet Russia: it is
easy to imagine him entering with zest into the preparation of
Five Year Plans, and coming to grief through failure to
understand agriculture. It would, however, be misleading to
press the analogy. Owen was not quite a sage, but he was quite
a saint; few men have been more wholly lovable. After the dry
and dusty atmosphere of the Utilitarians, and amid the horrors
of the factory system of his day, his warm and generous per-
sonality is as refreshing as summer rain.
Robert Owen was born in the small town of Newtown, Mont-
gomeryshire, in the year 1771, and died in the same place in
iSsS.1 During these eighty-seven years his incredibly active life
passed through many phases, some important, some un-
important, but all interesting as illustrating a very remarkable
character. His father was a saddler, and also postmaster, but the
salary of this office certainly did not exceed £10 a year. Robert
went to school at about four years old, but at the age of seven,
having mastered the three Rs, he became an usher, and during
the next two years he learnt little in school except the art of
teaching. He had, however, certain advantages outside school
hours. *As I was known to and knew every family in the town,
I had the libraries of the clergyman, physician, and lawyer—
the learned men of the town—thrown open to me, with per-
mission to take home any volume which I liked, and I made
full use of the liberty give to me.* Three maiden ladies, all
Methodists, tried to convert him to their faith, but cas I read
religious works of all parties, I became surprised, first at the
opposition between the different sects of Christians; after-
wards at the deadly hatred between the Jews, Christians, Maho-
medans, Hindoos, Chinese, etc., etc., and between these and
what they called Pagans and Infidels. The study of these con-
tending faiths, and their deadly hatred to each other, began to
create doubts in my mind respecting the truth of any one of
these divisions. . . . My reading religious works combined with
my other readings, compelled me to fed strongly at ten years of
age that there must be something fundamentally wrong in all
religions, as they had been taught up to that period.*
r*A The biographical material in what follows is mainly from Podmore's
Robert Owen* a Biography, 1906; Cole's Life of Owen is also useml.

